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What Do We Mean by “Born 
Again”? 

lmost everyone knows about John 3. This is the 

famous conversation between Jesus and a 

leading rabbi, who ought to have known what born from 

heaven meant, but did not (v. 9-11). Nicodemus, fearful 

about being seen by his friends associating with the 

“unorthodox” or “questionable” rabbi Jesus, had come by 

night. Nicodemus was honest enough to know that no one 

could possibly have done the miracles Jesus did, unless 

the true God was with him and had commissioned him (v. 

2: “come from God,” that is, commissioned by God, not 

remotely meaning that Jesus was alive before he was 

born!).  

Jesus gave a most basic lesson. Unless we are born 

again or born from above, that is from God’s creative 

activity, we cannot ever see or experience the Kingdom of 

God. We cannot be saved. We cannot understand the 

Kingdom now, and we will not gain immortality in the 

Kingdom when Jesus comes back. These are really big 

issues — the only ones that ultimately count! 

Jesus made the rebirth from water and spirit a 

condition for tasting the power of the Kingdom now, and 

gaining immortality in the future Kingdom. Israel’s 

Scripture (Nicodemus ought to have known this) spoke of 

an outpouring of spirit in Isaiah 32:15-18. He and Israel 

should have known about the renewing effect and power 

of spirit. The Hebrew Bible is full of marvelous 

prophecies for a bright future, after punishment. Isaiah 

had foreseen that “one day from the heights of heaven a 

spirit will breathe into us, till the downs grow like an 

orchard, and the orchard like a forest. Justice fills the 

very downs, and honesty the orchards, and justice brings 

us peace and quiet; honesty renders us secure. My people 

will have homes of peace and rest in houses undisturbed. 

Ah, happy folk…” (Moffatt translation) 

This was the promised rebirth from above, by spirit, 

which Jesus announced in advance of the worldwide 

appearance of the Kingdom of God. If we want to be in 

that Kingdom when it comes at the Second Coming, then 

we must be reborn now, receive the spirit of new life and 

be fit to inherit the Kingdom of God when Jesus 

reappears. Regeneration, rebirth, must happen to us now 

in advance of the great renewal of the world. Jesus spoke 

of this coming regeneration of the whole world in 

Matthew 19:28, and Paul in Titus 3:5 teaches our need 

for renewal through washing and rebirth through holy 

spirit. 

Jesus and Paul of course taught the same saving 

Gospel, and both knew of Isaiah 51:16 and 65:17-25 

where we read of the great coming new society on earth, 

the new heavens and earth, a new world order with the 

capital at Jerusalem. All this is Kingdom Gospel material 

to be believed in response to the command that we are “to 

repent and believe God’s Gospel of the Kingdom” (Mark 

1:14-15). 

Jesus and Paul were intensely conscious of an 

accompanying text in Isa. 32:1 “One day a King will 

reign in justice with princes who rule uprightly.” 

Our destiny, as a mass of Scripture says, is to assist 

Jesus in the organizing and administration of that coming 

new society on earth. Christianity is never about “going 

to heaven as a disembodied spirit when you die.” 

It is always about inheriting and possessing the renewed 

land and earth (Matt. 5:5; Rev. 5:10; 20:1-6), with Jesus 

and all the faithful of all the ages, when Messiah returns. 

To make your point ask your friend, “Where are you 

hoping to be in the future?” “I hope to be with Jesus in 

heaven,” she will predictably say. Then counter with this: 

“Why do you want to go to heaven, when Jesus won’t be 

there?!” 

Many churchgoers are very far from having the 

Bible’s view of the future! Much less do they grasp the 

Christian destiny, the point of our present training and 

tribulation in view of our election to royal office in the 

future Kingdom. Do you frequently meditate on 

Revelation 2:26-27 and 5:10: Jesus has constituted the 

true believers “a kingdom of priests” (Rev. 1:6) and they 

“will rule as kings upon the earth” (Rev. 5:10). Daniel 

7:18, 22, 27 is a key passage for presenting the Gospel. 

The time will come when “the saints will possess the 

Kingdom, and all nations and people will obey them” 

(Dan. 7:27). I will repeat this since so little is known of 

these amazing propositions: “The kingly power, 

sovereignty and greatness of all the kingdoms under 

heaven will be given to the holy people [saints] of the 

Most High. Their kingly power will last forever, and 

every realm will serve and obey them” (Dan. 7:27, 

Revised English Bible). 

Ask your pastor to preach extensively on all of this. 

For participation in immortality and rulership in the 

coming, peaceful Kingdom of God on earth, we must be 

born again, Jesus said. Is John the only writer to have 

dealt with this very basic theme? Certainly not. Matthew 
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and Mark and Luke were just as impressed with the all-

important issue of rebirth, and they record how Jesus 

treated the same subject by speaking of the seed which 

must lodge in our hearts for new birth to occur. This is an 

agricultural picture, well known to us all. Jesus speaking 

to Nicodemus used the biological idea of rebirth by seed, 

gaining a new parentage. 

Many of your friends have been told that being born 

again involves “an acceptance of Jesus in your heart.” 

This concept is often very vague. Open to all sorts of 

imaginative guesses. It lacks entirely the clarity and 

specificity of the Kingdom Gospel teaching of Jesus. 

Jesus, you see, begins his ministry by calling on all to 

“repent because the Kingdom of God is approaching” 

(Mark 1:14-15). More than that, Mark calls this Gospel 

preaching of Jesus the announcing of the Gospel of God 

(Mark 1:14). There is no higher authority than that! 

People in the days of Jesus knew what the Kingdom of 

God meant. It signified the great time coming when God 

would install His elected Messiah on the restored throne 

of David in Jerusalem, resulting in world peace and 

disarmament (Luke 1:33; Isa. 2:1-4; Luke 2:25;Acts 1:6, 

etc.).1  

“The Gospel of God” is a wonderfully unifying key 

phrase and title in the New Covenant. Jesus announced 

“God’s Gospel” (Mark 1:14-15). He commanded belief 

in that Gospel of the Kingdom. Paul framed his whole 

teaching in Romans by calling it “God’s Gospel” (Rom. 

1:1; 15:16). Paul often preached God’s Gospel without 

financial charge (2 Cor. 11:7). In 1 Thessalonians 2:2, 8, 

9 and 1 Peter 4:17 God’s Gospel is the most dramatic 

piece of information for all mankind. 

Jesus announced this Kingdom, and then followed 

with these imperative words: “Repent [change your mind 

and your life radically] and believe that Gospel about 

the Kingdom.” The command is clear — we are ordered 

by Messiah to believe that Gospel of the Kingdom. We 

are to believe, in other words, in God’s great world plan 

for us and everyone else. That is where the faith (belief) 

begins. That is where “the obedience of faith” starts 

(Rom. 1:5; 16:26). It includes, as we know now, belief in 

the sacrificial substitutionary death of Jesus to atone 

for sins, and of course his resurrection on the third 

day. In addition, of course, belief in Jesus’ current 

session at the right hand of the Father in heaven (Ps. 

110:1, etc.). The Messiah at the right hand is “my lord,” 

not “my Lord,” as wrongly rendered in many versions. 

                                                   
1Billy Graham wrote that the Christian hope is to “polish 

the rainbows” in heaven and “prepare heavenly dishes” 

(Hope for the Troubled Heart, p. 214). This, we think, should 

alert readers to how very far some have moved from the 

biblical mind of Christ. 

Jesus is the “my lord” Messiah, the Messiah-lord of Luke 

2:11 and 1:43: “my lord” (cp. John 20:13). 

The simple truth about the Gospel of salvation is well 

encapsulated by Hebrews 2:3. This teaches us that Jesus 

was the first preacher of the Gospel of salvation. 

Hebrews 5:9 makes this simple proposition: “Salvation is 

based on obeying Jesus.” Jesus said exactly the same in 

John 3:36. He lays out the stark choices before us: either 

to believe in the Son or to disobey him. To believe Jesus 

is to have “the life of the age to come.” To disobey Jesus 

is be under the wrath of God (John 3:36). That is exactly 

why Paul defines true faith as “the obedience of faith.” 

Faith is not real faith if it does not go hand in hand with 

obedience, and obedience without faith and belief in the 

Gospel as Jesus and Paul preached it is not obedience. 

(The command that we all be baptized in water to 

demonstrate our commitment to the God and Jesus (Acts 

2:38; 8:12, etc.) is also one of the non-negotiable 

requirements of the NT.) 

Think about how Bible writers make things doubly 

clear and emphatic. They frame their writing with the 

same key concept. In other words they begin and end 

what they have to say by repeating the same idea. This is 

an excellent way to teach systematically and effectively. 

Note how Jesus in the Beatitudes begins with a 

reference to the Kingdom and completes a series of 

parallel sayings by referring to the Kingdom (Matt. 5:3-

10). No wonder then that Jesus uttered these marvelous 

purpose statement Gospel words: “Seek above all the 

Kingdom of God and all its ways of doing right, and all 

these things will be added to you” (Matt. 6:33). So also 

with the Lord’s prayer. The Kingdom is at the beginning 

and the end. Jesus announced his own fundamental, eye-

opening, career statement by saying, “I must announce [I 

am divinely compelled to announce] the Gospel of the 

Kingdom to the other cities also: that is why GOD 

commissioned me” (Luke 4:43). That is our Christian 

commission too (Matt. 28:19-20). 

In the parable (illustrative story) of the sower and the 

seed, Jesus drew on an Old Testament idea, just as he did 

when speaking of being born of the spirit (cp. Isa. 32). 

Jesus was very familiar with the tremendously hopeful 

words of Jeremiah 30 and 31, chapters brimming over 

with the prospect of national joy and restoration for 

Israel, following a future time of Great Tribulation, the 

“time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7). In Jeremiah 31:27-

31 Jesus read these words: “The days are coming, says 

the LORD God, when I will sow Israel and Judah with 

the seed of man and of cattle. As I watched over them 

with intent to pull down, and to uproot, to demolish and 

destroy and inflict disaster, so now [at that future time] I 

will watch over them to build and to plant…The days are 

coming when I will establish a new covenant with the 

people of Israel and Judah.” Sowing is the symbol of 
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prosperity and progeny. Now observe
 
Hosea 2:23: “I will 

sow her [Israel] for Myself in the land; and I will love her 

who was not loved, and will say to those who were not 

my people, ‘You are My people’; and they will say, ‘You 

are my God.’” 

Jesus knew these words well, and he saw as his task 

as Messiah, using the saving Gospel of the Kingdom, the 

sowing and planting of the international people of God 

in advance of the yet future recovery of Israel and Judah. 

Jesus went out to sow the seed of rebirth and 

conversion, the germ of future immortality. He sought to 

bring about the rebirth and change of mind among people, 

the offer being made first to Jews and then to the whole 

world. Via the Great Commission, Jesus was creating the 

new international people of God, the saints. The process 

requires a rebirth under the influence of the creative spirit 

of God working through the Gospel of the Kingdom. 

Sowing and planting of kings and rulers was a biblical 

notion (Isa. 40:23, 24). 

For Jesus the recipients of rebirth were and are being 

trained and groomed for royal office in the coming 

Kingdom. That process of gaining a place in the future 

Kingdom is to be “through much tribulation” (Acts 

14:22). Navy Seals are trained and tested under severe 

conditions. The rulers of the future world government 

must also be tested and tried in various ways. Jesus and 

God are watching their people with “X-ray” eyes, testing 

the hearts and minds, an activity which Jesus now shares 

with Yahweh (Ps. 7:9; Rev. 2:23; Jer. 17:10). God is 

“seeking men and women to worship Him in spirit and 

truth” (John 4:23-24). He wants people for His 

government who will give up everything for discipleship 

to His Son. Jesus said that if we are not willing to give up 

all for him, we cannot even be his disciples (Luke 14:26). 

He urged us on with these warning words: “Strive, 

struggle to enter [the Kingdom] through the narrow door” 

(Luke 13:24). “Narrow is the gate and constricted the 

road that leads to Life, and those who find them are few. 

Beware of false prophets [fake preachers] who come to 

you dressed up as sheep while underneath they are savage 

wolves…Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 

enter the Kingdom of Heaven [Kingdom of God] but only 

those who do the will of my Heavenly Father. When that 

day comes, many will say to me: ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name, drive out demons in your name 

and in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will 

tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Out of my sight; 

your deeds are evil’” (Matt. 7:14-23). 

Once again we see the need for the “obedience of 

faith for salvation.” We are first to obey the Gospel of 

God about the Kingdom (Mark 1:14-15). Let no one 

mislead you by saying that there is a different Gospel for 

us! Paul always preached the same Gospel of the 

Kingdom as had Jesus (Acts 19:8; 20:25; 28:23: to Jews; 

28:30-31: to everyone else; cp. Philip in Acts 8:12). Paul 

framed the book of Romans by speaking of the 

“obedience of faith” in 1:5 and 16:26. He also called his 

saving Gospel by the same title as given to the Gospel of 

the Kingdom preached by Jesus in Mark 1:14-15. He 

called it God’s Gospel (Rom. 1:1; 15:16). Observe 

carefully that Paul made no distinction at all between the 

Gospel of the grace of God and preaching the Gospel 

about the Kingdom (Acts 20:24-25). To preach or fall 

for a Gospel other than the one Gospel of the Kingdom is 

to put oneself under a curse (Gal. 1:8-9).  

The matter of being born again through spirit and 

seed is developed in Jesus’ famous parable of the sower 

and the seed. The seed which must be sown in our hearts 

and minds is identified and defined as the “word [Gospel] 

about the Kingdom” (Matt 13:19). Luke abbreviates this 

to simply “the word of God” (Luke 8:11) and Mark 

remembers it as “the word” (Mark 4:14). Misdefining this 

Gospel/word is the source of all deception. Listen to the 

words of Jesus in Luke 8:11-12. Jesus began by defining 

the Gospel as the word of God (certainly not just a 

synonym for the Bible, which is called “the Scriptures”). 

Then observe with the greatest attention the amazing 

teaching of Jesus in Luke 8:12: “The seed along the 

footpath stands for those who hear the word [Gospel of 

the Kingdom, Matt. 13:19], and then the Devil comes and 

carries off the word [Gospel] from their hearts for fear 

that they should believe it and be saved.” This text, I 

used to say to the students, ought to be preached several 

times every Sunday! It is a brilliant summary of the 

saving Gospel, the message which determines whether or 

not we eventually gain immortality in the Kingdom! Yes, 

immortality! The hugest issue in our lives — by far. The 

Gospel is something to be obeyed! “Those who refuse to 

obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess. 1:8) 

are the unconverted, the unsaved. The Gospel must be 

defined of course before it can be intelligently obeyed. 
 

The Same Seed and Rebirth in Peter 

Not many seem to realize that Peter, who had listened 

for hours to the Gospel teaching and preaching of his 

master Jesus, repeated the whole account of the parable 

of the seed and the sower. We can read it in 1 Peter 1:22-

25. He begins like this: “Since you have purified 

yourselves in obedience to the truth [you have believed 

and obeyed the Gospel of the Kingdom, Acts 8:12], 

producing a sincere affection towards your fellow 

Christians, love one another wholeheartedly with all your 

strength. You have been born again not of mortal but of 

immortal seed, through the living and enduring word of 

God. As Scripture says, ‘All mortals are like grass; all 

their glory like the flower of the field. The grass withers, 

the flower falls, but the word of the Lord [the Gospel] 
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endures forever,’ and this ‘word’ is the Gospel [of the 

Kingdom, Matt. 13:19] which was preached to you.” 

Peter was an excellent student of Jesus. He is listed in 

a leadership position among the twelve (Matt. 10:2). He 

had heard the Messiah preach the Kingdom 

Gospel/parable of the sower over and over, even from a 

boat to folk standing on the beach! Peter here combines 

the idea of “having been born again” — pause here to 

note that anyone who says you cannot be born again until 

the future resurrection is very much astray! — “born 

again not from perishable seed, but from the seed of 

immortality” (1 Pet. 1:23). Ponder that amazing truth. 

Our physical lives derive from the seed of our fathers. 

Our immortality derives from the seed of immortality 

provided by the Creator God, the God and Father of 

Israel and of Jesus.  

No wonder then that “you must be born again” if you 

hope to live forever (John 3:7). And “having been born 

again” we are commanded to seek the milk of the word 

(that is not an unborn fetus!) “Like the newborn infants 

you are, you should be craving for pure spiritual milk, so 

that you may thrive on it and grow into salvation. For 

surely you have tasted that the Lord is good” (1 Pet. 2:2-

3).  

Peter then goes on to give the people of God a clear 

idea of their true identity as believers: “So come to Jesus, 

to the living stone who was rejected by men, but chosen 

by God and of great worth to Him. You also as living 

stones [like those of a temple building] must be built up 

into a temple and form a holy priesthood to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ…You 

are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated 

nation, a people claimed by God for His own to 

proclaim the glorious deeds of Him who called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light. Once you were not a 

people at all, but now you are God’s people. Once you 

were outside his mercy; but now you are outside no 

longer” (1 Pet. 2:4-10). Peter has here taken the identity 

markers of the ancient people Israel and applied them to 

the international true church. It was Israel who were 

designated to be priests and kings for God (Exod. 19:6). 

Now it is the international Church who assume that 

privilege. That is not all: Israel was to be the special 

treasure belonging to God. And that impressive status is 

now given to the Church in Titus 2:14 and 1 Peter 2:9. 

The one nation which was Israel is now the one holy 

nation, the Church (1 Pet. 2:9). To these people Jesus 

said, “Fear not, little flock: It is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the Kingdom (Luke 12:32). The 

Kingdom was removed from Jews hostile to Jesus and 

given to the little flock who bear fruit from the seed of the 

Kingdom (Matt. 21:43). 

There is of course also a future recovery for now 

blinded and hardened ethnic Israelites (see Rom. 9-11 and 

much prophecy in the Hebrew Bible). 

Peter is thrilled too with the destiny of the faithful 

who according to Paul in Romans 2:7 are commanded to 

“seek for glory and honor and immortality.” Peter 

described “our new birth [being born again] into a living 

hope [of the future Kingdom]” (1 Pet. 1:3). Peter 

balances the present trials and tribulations which come to 

all believers with the greatness of the Christian’s future 

destiny: “Much more precious than perishable gold is 

faith which stands the test. These trials come to you so 

that your faith may prove itself worthy of all praise, 

glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed” (1 Pet. 

1:7). Yes, “your faith”! 

James, Jesus’ half brother, was equally impressed 

with the fundamental teaching about how to gain 

immortality in the Kingdom. He gave us a similar picture 

of rebirth, speaking instead of birth from a mother: 

“Make no mistake, my dear friends. Every good and 

generous action comes from above [cp. ‘born from 

above’ in John 3:5], from the Father who created the 

lights of heaven. With Him there is no variation, no play 

of passing shadows. Of his own choice He brought us to 

birth by the word of Truth, to be a kind of firstfruits of 

His creation” (James 1:16-18). James had in mind no 

doubt the destiny of the Christians prophesied by Daniel: 

“Many of those who are asleep in the dust of the earth 

will awake, some to the life of the age to come 

[‘everlasting,’ ‘eternal life,’ some 40 times in the NT] and 

some to the reproach of eternal abhorrence [annihilation 

in the lake of fire]. The wise leaders will shine like the 

bright vault of heaven, and those who have guided the 

people in the true path will be like the stars forever and 

ever” (Dan. 12:2-3). Yes, God has His stars, not to be 

compared to the world’s version! 

John in 1 John 3:9 speaks with equal passion of the 

seed of God in the Christian believer. The parable of the 

sower is his reference point, of course. God is the parent 

of all true believers by the transmission of the seed of the 

immortal God placed in the believer via the Gospel of the 

Kingdom of God, God’s Gospel. 1 John 5:1 speaks of 

God as the “begetter, parent” and the believers are those 

begotten, born again from the Gospel. Jesus in 1 John 

5:18 is the unique Son who was begotten, brought into 

existence, and as God’s Son by miracle begetting, he now 

protects the believers who have been begotten by God, 

i.e. regenerated (don’t read the KJV here, which is 

corrupted in this verse). 

Paul spoke often of salvation as springing from the 

same Gospel promise. “You, brothers and sisters, are 

children [i.e. born again] of promise” (Gal. 4:28). The 

promise in this context was the promise made to 

Abraham, the Abrahamic covenant which is the basis of 
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the NT Gospel (“the Gospel was preached ahead of time 

to Abraham,” Gal 3:8). The promise to Abraham was of 

property (land, Kingdom), progeny (seed, the Messiah) 

and prosperity (every possible blessing). The promise to 

Abraham, said Paul, was that “he will be heir, inheritor 

of the world” (Rom. 4:13). (See the article “The Promise 

to Abraham That He Would Be Heir of the World” at our 

site restorationfellowship.org, and my book Our Fathers 

Who Aren’t in Heaven). 

Here is the same Gospel teaching in Ephesians 1:13: 

“In Christ, you also, after listening to the Message of the 

truth, the Gospel of your salvation, having also believed 

[cp. Mark 1:14-15: ‘Repent and believe the Gospel of the 

Kingdom’], you were sealed in Christ with the holy spirit 

of the promise [that is, of your future inheritance of the 

Kingdom].” Again in Ephesians 2:12: “Remember that 

you were at that time separate from Messiah, excluded 

from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 

covenants of the promise, having no hope and without 

God [Greek: atheists!] in the world.” He goes on to say 

that now as believers in the Kingdom they are part of the 

commonwealth of true Israel, the true people of God, 

fellow citizens with the saints. 

Paul repeats the same theme over and over. In 

Galatians 3:1-5, Paul urges them to understand that the 

spirit is received in response to intelligent “hearing with 

faith” — intelligent reception of the one Gospel of the 

Kingdom. 

The spirit, as Peter said so well, is “given to those 

who obey God” (Acts 5:32). And “the spirit is the truth” 

(1 John 5:6) since the words of Jesus “are spirit and 

truth” (John 6:63). For a full list of all the synonymous 

terms describing the Gospel, see Appendix 1 in my The 

Amazing Aims and Claims of Jesus. 
 

The Importance of This Topic 

Many churchgoers think of Jesus as only the one who 

died and rose. Those facts are of course absolutely 

central to the Gospel, but they are not the whole 

Gospel. The death and resurrection are picked out as 

among the vital elements of the Gospel, as Paul said in 1 

Corinthians 15:1-3 (en protois). But the Gospel was first 

preached by Jesus, and for a long time Jesus said nothing 

about his death and resurrection (see Matt. 16:21: he 

began to speak of his death). He preached the Kingdom 

constantly. 

Jesus laid the foundation of the entire Gospel by 

announcing the Gospel of the Kingdom which Mark 

defines as “God’s Gospel.” Jesus’ first command was 

that we are to believe that Kingdom Gospel. That is 

where obedient faith begins (Rom. 1:5; 16:26). 

Jesus unpacked the great saving truth of the Gospel 

of the Kingdom in the parable of the seed and the 

sower. Jesus noted that none of his parables could be 

grasped unless the key parable of the sower was first 

understood (Mark 4:13). Repentance, conversion, and 

new life in preparation for immortality in the coming 

Kingdom are the product of that seed message of the 

Kingdom. In Mark 4:11-12 Jesus uttered these 

astonishing words: “To you [true believers] God has 

given the mystery [the revealed Plan] of the Kingdom, but 

those who are on the outside get everything in parables 

[in that case inscrutable enigmas and puzzles!], so that 

[quoting Isaiah 6:9-10], they may see and not perceive, 

and hear but fail to understand. Otherwise [if they did 

comprehend] they would be able to repent and be 

forgiven, by God.” 

This is a staggering preaching, echoing Jesus’ first 

words in Mark 1:14-15: “Repent and believe God’s 

Gospel about the Kingdom of God.” In the absence of a 

clear understanding of the Kingdom Gospel, repentance 

and forgiveness are not possible! Luke 8:12 is equally a 

riveting teaching from Messiah Jesus. The Devil knows 

very well what is at stake in the matter of responding 

intelligently and believing the Gospel of the Kingdom 

as preached by Jesus and all the NT writers: “When 

anyone hears, is exposed to, the word of God [the 

Kingdom of God Gospel, Matt. 13:19; Mark 1:14, 15], 

the Devil comes and snatches away the Message from his 

heart, so that he cannot believe it and be saved” (Luke 

8:12). 

The NT church faithfully preached that same Gospel 

of the Kingdom and required belief in the Kingdom 

Gospel message before men and women were ready to be 

baptized in water and become part of the body of Christ. 

This is the whole point of Acts 8:12, easy to remember in 

view of Luke 8:12 just discussed! 

Once the Gospel of the Kingdom has been grasped, 

believers must persist in obedient faith until the end. 

“Some people,” Jesus taught, “believe for a while and 

then fall away” (Luke 8:13). The seed Message of the 

Gospel of the Kingdom must be retained and produce the 

necessary fruit, which results in a successful entrance 

into, inheritance of, the Kingdom of God when it comes. 

In the US currently, the President elect is choosing his 

cabinet, seeking the most qualified and talented personnel 

for the various jobs in government. An exact parallel is 

found in the Biblical teaching and preaching of the 

Kingdom. Jesus the Messiah and King of the Kingdom 

was “about his Father’s business” (Luke 2:49) — and 

still is to this day, selecting those who will be honored 

with governmental positions in the first ever really 

successful world government (Dan. 7:18, 22, 27; 1 Cor. 

6:2; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:10; 20:1-6; Luke 19:17, 

“Excellent servant, you are to be in charge of 10 towns”). 

“May your Kingdom come!” (Matt. 6:10). The Kingdom 

of God frames the Lord’s prayer as the central and most 

important topic in God’s great world plan. Dan. 7:27 is 
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an astonishing vision of the world and its societies as they 

will be when the 7
th
 Trumpet announcing the return of 

Messiah sounds (Rev. 11:15-18).� 

Never, Ever Forget 
One of the most decisive Bible truths you can master 

is that the preaching of “the Gospel of the grace of God” 

(Acts 20:24) is precisely identical with the “preaching of 

the Gospel of the Kingdom” (Acts 20:25). Some 

systems of Bible exposition are based on a disastrous, 

destructive and utterly confusing distinction between the 

Gospel of grace and the Gospel of the Kingdom. The 

false teaching which tries to create two different forms of 

the Gospel has the effect of doing away with the Gospel 

teaching of Jesus (and of Paul!). I cite F.F. Bruce in 

support of what is a perfectly easy and highly instructive 

truth: The Gospel of the grace of God is absolutely not 

different from proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom. F. 

F. Bruce observed this: “It is evident from a comparison 

of Acts 20:24 with 20:25 that the preaching of the 

Gospel of the grace of God is identical with the preaching 

of the Kingdom…The proclaiming of the Kingdom is the 

same as testifying to the Good News of God’s grace.”2 So 

important is this truth to your grasp of Scripture that 

Bruce repeats his major insight on p. 185. Commenting 

on Acts 8:12, “preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom and 

the name of Jesus Christ,” Bruce states decisively, “This 

was not a different Gospel from what the Lord Jesus and 

his Apostles had preached before the cross…It was the 

same Gospel as our Lord foretold would be preached 

among all the nations, and which before his ascension he 

charged his disciples to make known (Matt. 24:14; 

28:19ff).”� 
 

Don’t Be Conned! 
Read this carefully and do not be taken in! 

“The Hebrew word for one, echad, used in the Shema 

[Deut. 6:4 and some 980 times in the OT] can designate a 

collective unity (Gen. 1:5; 2:24; Num. 13:23). So when 

the Shema proclaims God to be one, it can mean a 

complex unity instead of a strict numerical unity. This 

understanding is consistent with the Christian view of 

‘diversity within unity.’ 

“The Hebrew word for God, elohim, is also generally 

found in the plural. Thus this term can also allow for 

personal diversity within God’s unity of being. 

“There are a number of places in the Old Testament 

where God is spoken of in the plural (Gen. 1:26-27; 3:22; 

11:7; Isa. 6:8). These passages also allow for God’s 

three-in-oneness, revealed more explicitly in the New 

Testament. Therefore the historic Christian doctrine of 

the Trinity is compatible with the ancient monotheistic 

                                                   
2
Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles, pp. 379-380. 

Shema. In fact later Christian creeds built upon the truth 

of Israel’s creedal statement.”3 

Please be sure you have read the above with care. It 

is simply pseudo-information; it is dramatically false. 

Your children need to see through it! The word “one,” in 

Hebrew and in Greek and in English, always means “one, 

and not more than one.” It means “one” and not two or 

three or more! It is the numerical adjective “one” just like 

our English “one.” One God means one God and not two 

Gods. One Father means one Father and not more than 

one Father. Malachi 2:10 is one of scores of summaries 

of the Bible’s definition of God: “Do we not all have one 

Father? Has not one God created us?” 1300 times in the 

NT Greek Scriptures “Father” means the one God. Jesus 

was a Jew and never deviated in any way from his 

marvelous Jewish heritage in OT Scripture, which is 75% 

of our Bible. “God” never means a Triune God. 

From Wikipedia 

“God in Judaism is understood to be the absolute 

one, indivisible, and incomparable being who is the 

ultimate cause of all existence. Judaism [ defined in Deut. 

6:4] holds that Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob and the national god of the Israelites, delivered the 

Israelites from slavery in Egypt, and gave them the Law 

of Moses at biblical Mount Sinai as described in the 

Torah. Traditional interpretations of Judaism generally 

emphasize that God is personal… 

“God has a proper name, written YHWH (Hebrew: 

 Modern Yehovah, Tiberian Yəhōwāh) in the Hebrew ,ְיֹהָוה

Bible. In Jewish tradition another name of God is Elohim. 

Monotheism 

“Judaism is strictly monotheistic. No consensus has 

been reached by academics on the origins of monotheism 

in ancient Israel, but Yahweh “clearly came out of the 

world of the gods of the Ancient Near East.”4 The 

worship of multiple gods (polytheism) and the concept of 

God having multiple persons (as in the doctrine of 

Trinity) are equally unimaginable in Judaism. The idea of 

God as a duality or Trinity is heretical in Judaism — it is 

considered akin to polytheism.” 

Jesus in Mark 12:29 is reported as agreeing precisely 

with a contemporary Jew about the greatest of all the 

commands! That creed of Jesus was simple, Jewish 

unitary monotheism. On no account should believers in 

the Bible and claiming to follow Jesus depart an inch 

from that Christian creed based on the words of Jesus! To 

do so would be a dangerous form of dishonesty. 

Christians claim to be following the Messiah, and the 

Messiah presents the definition of the One God in the 

                                                   
3“Israel’s Creed: The Shema,” Reasons to Believe, 

reasons.org 
4Mark Smith, The Early History of God, Eerdmans, 

2002. 
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Shema (Mark 12:29) as the key to the right relationship 

with God. Paul repeated the same Shema in 1 Corinthians 

8:4-6 and then put the lord Messiah Jesus next to God. 

That is exactly the creed, too, of 1 Timothy 2:5: “There is 

one God and one man Messiah Jesus.” 

The idea that “one” means more than one in the 

phrase “one family” or “one cluster” is a clever 

subterfuge. In the phrase “big car” and “big family” the 

word “big” does not change its meaning at all! So then in 

“one cluster,” “one family” the idea of plurality comes 

from the noun “cluster” or “family” and absolutely not 

from the word “one,” which is entirely stable, clear and 

unchanging: “one and not more than one,” “one single.” 

When it comes to the word Elohim which means 

God, pay attention to the real scholarship of, say, the 

Word Biblical Commentary on Genesis on the word 

Elohim when used of the one God: “Plural in form and 

singular in meaning” (p. 14). “It is now universally 

admitted that in the ‘Let us make’ (Gen. 1:26), a 

reference to a Trinity was not what the plural meant to 

the original author” (p. 27). Thousands and thousands of 

singular personal pronouns — I, Me, Mine, He, Him, His 

etc. — define God as a single, singular Divine Person, the 

God of Jesus and of the Hebrews.� 

 

Save the Date! 

2017 Theological Conference 

May 18-21, 2017 

Calvin Center, Hampton, GA 
 

Our Fathers Who Aren’t in Heaven 

by Anthony Buzzard 
available at Amazon.com 

 

Winston Churchill: Wise Words on the Bible 
“We reject with scorn all these learned and labored 

myths that Moses was but a legendary figure…We 

believe that the most scientific view, the most up-to-date 

and rationalistic conception, will find its fullest 

satisfaction in taking the Bible story literally…We may 

be sure that all these things happened just as they are set 

out according to Holy Writ…In the words of a forgotten 

work of Mr. Gladstone, we rest with assurance upon ‘the 

impregnable rock of Holy Scripture’…Let the men of 

science and of learning expand their knowledge and probe 

with their researches every detail of the records which 

have been preserved to us from these dim ages. All they 

will do is to fortify the grand simplicity and essential 

accuracy of the recorded truths which have lighted so far 

the pilgrimage of man’” (Thoughts and Adventures, p. 

293-94). 
 

Simple Kingdom videos by Majo: https://youtu.be/1L47ZbziCkQ 

Sermon by Tracy Zhykhovich: https://youtu.be/6Pwc5XJLskc 

Comments 
“I was indignant today about life in South Africa. 

But, as I was licking my wounds, I noticed and picked up 

a Focus on the Kingdom newsletter and my eye fell on 

how through many trials we go in. I thoroughly enjoyed 

and appreciated the admonishing in Kingdom Blueprint 

article greatly.” — South Africa 

“Thank you again for the many articles and scriptural 

insights which have proven to be very faith strengthening 

and illuminating! I feel Jesus at work here. I am getting a 

stronger hold of Jesus' message and a path of action is 

forming. I feel the need to meet with other Christians and 

I’m coming to the point of taking the Lord’s Supper, 

which is difficult for a previously strongly indoctrinated 

‘non-anointed’ JW of many years. I am really enjoying 

my Bible reading and study, something I lost during many 

decades of being a Jehovah’s Witness in which reading 

Watchtower literature is the focus. I am trying to 

encourage a brave few who remain in contact with me, 3, 

to question the Watchtower teaching and claimed 

authority and to read the Bible afresh.” — England 

“I have been listening to your live streaming services 

on Sunday. I find them to be spiritually stimulating. 

Thank you for providing them. I am a fading JW and 

currently have no Christian associates to fellowship with, 

so I look forward to my Sunday morning ‘fellowship’ 

with your group. May the one true God bless your 

efforts!” — email 

“I recently read J. Dan Gill’s book The One: In 

Defense of God and reread Greg Deuble’s book and two 

of your books. Great food!” — New York 
 

Pastor Brian K. Wright has relocated to Kentucky 

and is available for in-home visits and Bible studies 

anywhere in the state. Interested persons may contact 

Brian at (404) 909-6009 (cell); (502) 286-6131 (home); 

or by email at brianwright@bardstowncable.net 
 

The Church of God General Conference in 

partnership with Anthony Buzzard and the Restoration 

Fellowship, is making plans to plant new churches 

starting this year in the following locations:  

CA — Los Angeles; Hayward (Bay area) 

TX — Dallas; Ft. Worth; Houston 

CO — Denver; Colorado Springs 

FL — Miami; Tampa; Orlando 

Please get in touch with Robin Todd, U.S. Mission 

Coordinator, if you would like more information or would 

like to be a part of the core membership and/or leadership 

in these communities. His email address is 

robinsings4u@comcast.net. Phone number is 360-701-

9219. 

 


